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The Food Bank of lowa solicits, receives,
inventories and distributes food and grocery
products through a network of 285 partner
agencies in 42 lowa counties who directly
serve needy individuals in their community.
Our partner agencies include food pantries,
soup kitchens, shelters and senior and
youth programs.

The Food Bank of lowa’s partner agencies have
seen a sustained 30% increase in the number
of lowans needing assistance over the past two
years
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100,917 different people are served annually
through our partner agencies

6.9 million pounds of food was distributed in
2011, valued at over 8 million dollars

The average cost of a meal in lowa is $2.36

Nearly 13% (382,000) of lowans are food inse-
cure

43% (165,000) of food insecure lowans have
household incomes over 185% of the federal
poverty level, making them ineligible for most
federal food assistance programs

Food Bank of lowa
2220 E. 17th Street
Des Moines, IA 50316-2114
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Alleviating hunger through food
distribution, partnership and education.
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E-mail: clmiller@foodbankiowa.org
Phone: 515-564-0330
Fax: 515-564-0331
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valued at $984,000

7/2011—12/2011: 1.1 million pounds of food
valued at $525,000

Aloss of 463,000 pounds of food valued at
$459,000, a 31% decrease

In FY10, the State of lowa received $5.25
million worth of USDA commodity foods

In FY11 that amount dropped to $3.5 million

Resulting in a loss of $1.75 million worth of
USDA commodities food
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The cost of purchasing food by the Food Bank
of lowa averages $1.22 per pound

The cost to distribute food by the Food Bank of
lowa is $0.15 per pound

502,000 pounds of food could be distributed
by the Food Bank of lowa at a distribution
cost of $75,300 through the State Emergency
Food Program

Distribution costs include:

e Freight charges to receive product in the warehouse
*  Fuel (diesel fuel is $3.75 per gallon on average)

e Vehicle maintenance for product delivery to partner
agencies. This includes licensing and insurance.
Utilities

Equipment maintenance

Storage (dry and frozen)

Supplies

Driver and Warehouse personnel to receive,
inventory, process and distribute product
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Map the Meal Gap 2009

State Overview

IOWA

Population 2,978,880

Food insecurity* rate (2009) 12.8% ** Ratio of cost-of-food in the state to national average® 0.931

Food insecure residents 382,510 Annual "Meal Gap"' 63,906,780
Cost of an average meal in the state® 5 2.36

State Food Insecurity

% Fl between 160% and 185%

e
_ % FI above Nutrition Pgm threshold

of 185% poverty

Food Insecure

*A person is defined as being food insecure if he or she lives in a household experiencing food insecurity. The food insecurity measures here are derived from the measures of food insecurity found in the nationally
representative Current Population Survey. Since 1995, those measures have been calculated from responses to a series of questions about conditions and behaviors known to characterize households having difficulty meeting
basic food needs. For more details about how food insecurity is calculated, see Nord, M., Andrews, M. & Carlson, S. "Household Food Security in the United States, 2009." U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research

Service: Washington D.C. 2010.

** Food insecurity rates shown here may differ from the state-level prevalence rates of food insecurity presented in "Household Food Security in the United States, 2009" (ibid.) Among other factors, those rates are three-year
average rates for the period 2007-2009; the rates presented above reflect one-year rates for 2009. For more information about these factors, please see the supplemental methodology information on HungerNet.

“Pricing index created from actual cost of food relative to the cost of food in other states across the U.S.

tAnnual "meal gap" represents the following formula:
Annual dollars food insecure persons report needing to meet their food needs in this area / Average cost of a meal for food secure individuals in the U.S.

$Weighted cost per meal is the national average cost spent on a meal by food secure persons, $2.54, weighted by the cost of food in the area



Map the Meal Gap 2009
State
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*Program eligibility for SNAP, National School Lunch Program, and other federal nutrition programs is determined in part by these income thresholds. These thresholds vary by state.
°Weekly food-budget shortfall is the national average reported dollars a food insecure person reports needing to move to food security, weighted by the cost of food in the area

1Total food-budget shortfall for this year calculated using the following formula:
Annual dollars=weekly dollars needed per persan * ¥ food insecure persons * 52 weeks * Average percent of the year a person is food insecure (7/12)

$Weighted cost per meal is the national average cost spent on a meal by food secure persons, $2.54, weighted by the cost of food in the area



